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Korea 

Country introduction 

 

The Minister of Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transport (MOLIT) has developed a UAM 

roadmap for the country. Among the highlights: 

 

• In the early stages of commercialisation, the fare (Incheon Airport-Yeouido) will be a 

little more expensive than the standard taxi but is expected to be cheaper than the 

regular taxi if the market expands and autonomous flight is realised. 

• Autonomous flight is expected to be possible after 2035, due to technology 

development and safety certification time required by the airworthiness authorities. 

 

MOLIT established a Drone Transportation Office as an exclusive organisation for urban air 

traffic in August 2022 and has set up a technical committee of industry, academia, research 

and related experts to identify and overcome the challenges of commercialising this sector. 

Members include: (Industry) Hanwha Systems, Hyundai Motor, SKT, Korean Air; (Research) 

Hangyeon, Traffic Yeon, Electronic Communication Yeon, Aviation Safety Technology 

Institute; (Academic) Seoul National University, Konkuk University, Hanseo University, Aviation 

University, Inha University. 

 

Through this roadmap, the Government aims for full-scale commercialisation from 2024 and 

has a three-point strategy to achieving this: Government support for privately-led initiatives, 

construction of a new institutional framework (rather than adapting the current aviation 

framework) and application of global standards. 

 

The government has also set up a public-private joint demonstration project (K-UAM Grand 

Challenge) to advance the adoption of key eco-system components such as 

communications networks, met services and social acceptability. 

 

Traffic management for urban air traffic is being implemented step by step in the basis of the 

the K Drone Korean drone traffic management system (UTM). K-Drone System's operational 

altitude (150m) is expected to be extended to the current helicopter operational altitude 

(300-600m), to provide and approve and submit electronic flight plans, and to monitor and 

share flight conditions between aircraft and control centres. 

 

Safety standards for construction, charging, and emergency landing facilities related to the 

construction of vertiports will be established by the public-private joint demonstration project. 

Aircraft maintenance repair and overhaul and pilot qualification criteria are also being 

explored and AI certification plans for autonomous aviation are underway. 

 

Prior to commercialisation of urban air traffic, special zones will be designated and operated 

in accordance with the drone operational methodology so eVTOLs can fly there without 

restrictions during the test and demonstration stages. 

 

In terms of UAM aircraft development, the Korean government will trial initial services with 

single seater short-haul prototypes, then mid-to-long-range (23-100km) aircraft and then 

eight-passenger aircraft to enable cross-city flights. Non fossil fuel alternative propulsion 

systems are being researched, along with high-power, high-energy-density battery cells, 

battery packaging technology, high-speed charging technology and a battery 

management system (BMS). This work will take place during 2020-2023. In parallel, electric 

and low-noise distributed propulsion motors and inverters will be researched, and hybrid and 

hydrogen fuel cells for medium and long-distance flight. 

 

https://smartcity.go.kr/en/2020/06/04/%EA%B5%AD%ED%86%A0%EB%B6%80-%E3%80%8C%ED%95%9C%EA%B5%AD%ED%98%95-%EB%8F%84%EC%8B%AC%ED%95%AD%EA%B3%B5%EA%B5%90%ED%86%B5k-uam-%EB%A1%9C%EB%93%9C%EB%A7%B5%E3%80%8D-%EB%B0%9C%ED%91%9C/
https://smartcity.go.kr/en/2020/06/04/%EA%B5%AD%ED%86%A0%EB%B6%80-%E3%80%8C%ED%95%9C%EA%B5%AD%ED%98%95-%EB%8F%84%EC%8B%AC%ED%95%AD%EA%B3%B5%EA%B5%90%ED%86%B5k-uam-%EB%A1%9C%EB%93%9C%EB%A7%B5%E3%80%8D-%EB%B0%9C%ED%91%9C/
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In preparation for large-scale demands arising from rapid market growth, major materials 

such as carbon composite materials, resins and batteries are also being secured in 

production technology. 

 

Korea plans to comprehensively develop sensors, navigation, system semiconductors, and 

software for domestic production to ensure safe separations in the urban airspace. These 

include high-performance navigation information, high-resolution weather information 

related to safety and the environment and radio interference sensor technology. 

 

In terms of vertiports, the technical committee is researching economic benefits and possible 

charging levels, tax benefits along with standards for eco-friendly subsidies for gas and 

charging facilities. Passenger security screening will be simplified compared to current civil 

aviation procedures, based on the identification of passengers and the search for 

dangerous goods among portable items. 

 

Cargo transport services will be implemented first. 

 

The cost to set up an initial urban air mobility transport system in Korea is estimated at UD1. 5 

billion. The Government has proposed to establish initial core facilities such as charging, 

navigation and communication for the first 2024 demonstration flights then leave it to private 

industry to adapt these during the early commercialisation stages (2024-2025) to their 

business plans. 

 

According to the masterplan: 

 

“In particular, in the early stages, the transportation system will be prepared and operated 

mainly by the central Government, which is dedicated to the existing air transportation 

business, and the phased transfer of power to local government will be considered in 

consideration of market maturity and activation level….In the early stages when safety-

related statistics are insufficient, Government-led insurance standard models are being 

developed and distributed (2023) so that private insurance companies can launch products 

smoothly.” 

The industry players will jointly run a demonstration of their operations at Korea’s first UAM 

testbed, located in South Jeolla Province. The K-UAM Grand Challenge incorporates Korea 

Aerospace Research Institute and 124 companies.  

There are four consortia who have announced their bids for the Government’s national UAM 

K-UAM Grand Challenge to move the roadmap from theory to reality. The Government 

wants to select consortium partners to pioneer the development of commercial UAM 

services from 2025 – there are no winners or losers in the challenge, say Government officials, 

and all participants could be chosen to participate in the development of the final eco-

system. 

The consortia are: 

• SK Telecom Co., Hanwha Systems, Korea Airports Corp., the Korea Meteorological Institute, 

TMAP, as well as LX. Joby Aviation is supplying the eVTOL. 

• LG Uplus Corp., Hyundai Motor Group, Pablo Air, Kakao Mobility, Jeju Air, and GS Caltex, 

Vertical Aerospace. 

• Hyundai Motor Company, KT Corp., Korean Air Lines Co., Hyundai Engineering & 

Construction and the Incheon International Airport Corp. 
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• Lotte Rental Co., Lotte Engineering & Construction, Mobius.energy and Skyworks 

Aeronautics. 

In May 2022 Volocopter announced it had officially signed a joint venture agreement with 

our South Korean partner, WP Investment”, and that “this is a key step forward in our journey 

to launch UAM in the Republic of Korea”. In May 2021 Volocopter, and Kakao Mobility (KM), 

South Korea’s largest mobility platform company, signed a memorandum of understanding 

to conduct a feasibility study on introducing UAM in South Korea. In June 2021Hanwha and 

Skyports announced their tie-up. 

In terms of passenger transport the Transport Ministry said it will prioritise the introduction of air 

medical services, tourism (including UAM theme parks developed in cooperation with local 

governments and public institutions) and eventual defence applications. In 2025, four 

vertiports are due to be built within public buildings such as fire stations and hospitals. Each 

vertiport will serve two specialised air corridors. Services will run 11 times a day at a cost of 

3,000 won (UD2.50) per kilometre per person. Vertiports will then increase to 52 with 203 fixed 

routes, running more than 43,000 times a day at a rate of 1,300 won per kilometre per person. 
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Brazil 

Country introduction 

 

Brazil is shaping up to be one of the world’s pioneering centres for UAM development. The 

country manages close to 100 million domestic air passengers a year and is currently one of 

the world’s leading civilian helicopter and business aviation markets. 

More than 4,000 eVTOL aircraft will be flying in South American skies within 15 years, 

according to André Duarte Stein, Co-Chief Executive Officer at EVE Air Mobility speaking at 

the ICAO webinar, Challenges and Opportunities for eVTOL Aircraft in South America, which 

took place on 30 August 2022. 

The company’s milestone in February 2022 – when ANAC formalised the process for 

obtaining a Type Certificate for its eVTOL aircraft – is a step towards establishing a broader 

regulatory framework in a global marketplace. “Potentially there could be 1,000 eVTOLs in 

Brazil alone, roughly 15 flights per day carrying up to 16 million passengers,” said André 

Duarte Stein. “Sao Paul is the largest market where there is potential for 400 eVTOLs, but there 

is also Buenos Aires, Lima, Bogota and Rio.”  

ICAO Strategic Planning and Regional Coordination Officer Chrystelle Damar said with some 

vehicles likely to be ready to enter into service in 2025, there is the wider ecosystem to 

consider – for example the vertiport infrastructure, power supplies, communications and 

emergency services. EVE is working with partners including vertiport developers such as 

Skyports in cities worldwide, and airport authorities including Rio Galeão, to address some of 

these issues. “We brought along the energy company in Rio to understand how it works in 

practice, the power grid requirements, and the sustainability perspective,” said André Duarte 

Stein.  

“We see potential for over 100 routes in Rio, including about 35 vertiports around the city and 

some 240 eVTOLs in the future,” said André Duarte Stein. “It is important to understand this is 

not like adding one or two general aviation aircraft in the sky. This is a large network.” The 

company recently announced Halo Aviation as the launch customer for its urban air traffic 

management (UATM) solution designed to support operations in multiple urban 

environments. 

In May 2022, Embraer, ITA (Technological Institute of Aeronautics), and FAPESP (São Paulo 

Research Foundation) announced the approval of a joint investment of R$48 million in an 

Engineering Research Centre (ERC) for the future of air mobility over the next five years. 

This is not the only consortium driving UAM growth in the country. 

In June 2022 a partnership of aviation and airport stakeholders announced its intention to 

explore the infrastructure requirements of bringing eVTOL passenger flight to Brazil within this 

decade. The partnership is reported to include: Avolon, the aircraft leasing company; 

Corporación América Airports, the global private sector airport operator; GOL, a Brazilian 

airline; Grupo Comporte, a Brazilian transport operator, and Vertical Aerospace, the 

aerospace and technology company developing and manufacturing eVTOL aircraft. 

“The partnership will explore and define vertiport design and locations, as well as further 

infrastructure requirements for eVTOL operations in Brazil,” said the press statement.  

But much of the progress towards UAM is driven by the presence of Embraer’s EVE Urban Air 

Mobility, which has been busy developing partnerships with infrastructure providers and 

aircraft operators to begin UAM services in the country by 2026. Strategic partners include 
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Halo Aviation in the US and UK, Ascent in Singapore and more recently, Skyports. It has also 

recently announced agreements with ABS Jets and The Mobile Repair Team (MRT). 

EVE's (other) most significant partnerships: 

• In April 2022 EVE and Thales teamed to work on the technical issues for developing eVTOL 

services in Brazil. Thales’ work in this area will focus on developing avionics, electric, flight 

control, navigation, communication, and connectivity systems. According to a Press 

statement: “Both Thales Technological Space Centre, in São José dos Campos, and their 

recently opened Avionics Centre, in São Bernardo do Campo, will provide support to EVE’s 

and Embraer’s teams working on the project, which will also rely on Thales’ engineers from 

France, Canada and the United States.” 

• In October 2021 EVE and Avantto (Aviation Management Services) signed a Letter of 

Intention (LOT) aimed at developing the UAM ecosystem in Latin America. This partnership 

includes an order for 100 of EVE’s eVTOL aircraft, as well as a collaboration to develop a new 

eVTOL operation in Brazil and across Latin America. Deliveries are expected to begin in 2026. 

The developments will focus on critical aspects of the passenger experience to design for all 

users, including how to maximise accessibility and inclusiveness in vertiports and eVTOL 

boarding operations. 

• In June 2021 EVE and Helisul Aviation, a helicopter operator in Latin America, announced a 

partnership which included an order for up to 50 eVTOLs with deliveries expected to begin in 

2026. Helisul and EVE aimed to start their collaboration with a proof of concept (POC) 

operation, using helicopters to validate parameters that apply to future eVTOL activities. 

• In June 2021 EVE and vertiport company Skyports formed a partnership to develop UAM 

solutions, with a focus on vehicle-vertiport operations in Asia and the Americas. 

• According to a July 2021 BlueSKy Business Aviation News Press report EVE expects to 

provide Flapper with up to 25,000 hours of flight time per year across key cities in South 

America, including São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte (all in Brazil), Santiago de Chile 

(Chile), Bogotá (Colombia) and Mexico City (Mexico). "The parties plan to foster a culture of 

on-demand UAM booking using helicopters to serve as data collection for the future 

development of the EVA. This agreement has the potential to bring up to 25 of EVE’s Electric 

Vertical Aircraft to Flapper’s platform.” 

EVE is not the only air taxi manufacturer to take market share in Brazil. 

• AZUL Linhas Aéreas Brasileiras in August 2021 signed an order with Lilium worth USD1 billion 

for 220 six-seat eVTOLs to be delivered in 2025. Part of the deal is for Azul to operate and 

maintain the Lilium Jet fleet, while the German company provides an “aircraft health 

monitoring platform”, replacement batteries and other custom spare parts. Azul will also 

support Lilium with the necessary regulatory Brazilian approval processes for certification of 

the Lilium Jet and any other required regulatory approvals. In October 2021 ABB E-mobility 

and Lilium planned to provide the charging infrastructure for Lilium’s eVTOLs, reports a Press 

release. The plans include launching networks in Florida, Germany and Brazil. 

• Gol Linhas Aéreas will receive 250 vehicles from Vertical Aerospace through a September 

2021 deal signed with Avolon. 

• In September 2021 Europcar Brazil announced its intention to purchase 50 eGyro eVTOL 

aircraft from Skyworks Aeronautics for use in Brazil. 
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At the August 2022 ICAO eVTOL webinar, ANAC's Roberto Honorato said Brazilian regulation 

already allows new aircraft to be certified, but new requirements may be needed for this 

technology. He anticipates a guideline document within a few months aimed at the eVTOL 

market to replace a case-by-case approach. “We have to be careful about beginning 

regulations without sufficient experience of the new technology. We are working on the rule-

making now. Regulations need to support this industry development, and not act as a 

barrier.” Activities include extensive interaction with industry, learning from initial concepts of 

operations (ConOps) under development, and working with neighbouring aviation 

authorities. 
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Rio de Janeiro 

Timeline: Planned – to be launched within two to five years; funds have been committed 

and key industry partners identified 

Route(s): 

Rio de Janeiro’s Barra da Tijuca - Tom Jobim International Airport (24km) 

Programme description 

In May 2022 EVE announced it has finalised a concept of operations (CONOPS) for UAM 

services in Rio. 

According to a company press release: “Under EVE’s coordination, the initiative brings 

together ANAC (Brazil’s National Civil Aviation Agency) and DECEA (Brazil’s Department of 

Airspace Control) who will work to assess the existing infrastructure and air traffic 

management (ATM) solutions to safely enable UAM operations through the development of 

upcoming technologies. 

“The substantial CONOPS collaboration includes partners such as Helisul Aviation, one of the 

largest helicopter operators in Latin America; Skyports, a company that designs, builds and 

operates vertiports; Flapper, an independent platform for on-demand flights, and EDP, one 

of the largest companies in the energy sector. Also included in this project are Beacon, an 

EmbraerX spinoff with a platform that connects the ecosystem of aviation maintenance 

services, and Atech, an Embraer Group company responsible for the development, 

implementation and support of air control systems, and air traffic management (civil and 

military). 

“All parties will work on safely introducing and accelerating the UAM market’s growth in Brazil 

and are supported by RIOgaleão, responsible for Rio de Janeiro’s Tom Jobim International 

Airport, and Universal Aviation, one of the largest airport support companies, as well as 

Brazilian Association of General Aviation (ABAG, Associação Brasileira de Aviação Geral). 

Conventional helicopters will be used simulating EVE's eVTOL platform operations. The 

simulation will be monitored by the National Civil Aviation Agency (ANAC) and the 

Department of Airspace Control (DECEA). 

In May 2022 the company announced it had concluded the trial flights, the goal being to 

“enable safe autonomous operation in complex urban environments”. 

The company says that the “aerial data collection and real-time evaluation of these 

technologies in urban scenarios used regular piloted helicopters as part of the Embraer 

Autonomous Systems project ('Project EASy'), which uses an agile testing process for the 

development of best-in-class solutions that will enable the autonomous aviation of the 

future.” Embraer says it worked in direct collaboration with partners Daedalean, Iris 

Automation and Near Earth Autonomy for seven full days. During this time, the companies 

explored nominal and edge-case scenarios for take-off, climb, cruise, approach and landing 

flight phases. 

Partners 

eVTOL manufacturer: 

EVE 
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UAM/AAM aircraft operator: 

Helisul Aviation 

Flapper 

UAM/AAM aircraft maintenance and support: 

Beacon 

UAM/AAM aircraft charging and power supplies: 

EDP 

Vertiport/airport developer/operator: 

Skyports 

Jobim International Airport 

Airspace integration: 

DECEA 

Atech 

ANAC 

Others: 

Brazilian Association of General Aviation 

Universal Aviation 
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Vancouver 

Timeline: Planned – to be launched within two to five years; funds have been committed 

and key industry partners identified 

Route(s): 

(Taken from the Advanced Air Mobility Comes to Canada whitepaper, see below) 

Harbour Heliport – West Vancouver (5km) 

Harbour Heliport – Lions Bay (21km) 

Harbour Heliport – Grouse Mountain (11km) 

Harbour Heliport – North Vancouver (5km) 

Harbour Heliport – Burnaby (9km) 

Harbour Heliport – Port Moody (19km) 

Harbour Heliport – Coquitlam (19km) 

Harbour Heliport – New Westminster (19km) 

Harbour Heliport – Surrey (22km) 

Harbour Heliport – Delta (19km) 

Harbour Heliport – BC Ferries Terminal (29km) 

Harbour Heliport – White Rock (32km) 

Harbour Heliport – Bowen Island (19km) 

Harbour Heliport – Gibsons (32km) 

Harbour Heliport – Pitt Meadows (30km) 

Harbour Heliport – YVR (13km) 

Harbour Heliport – Vancouver CC (3km)  

Programme description 

A recent 75-city study on AAM performed by NEXA Advisors/UAM Geomatics Inc.5 estimated 

that, over a 20-year period, the Greater Vancouver area would cumulatively serve about 4.2 

million passengers using eVTOL aircraft, broken down into five service types: airport shuttle; 

on-demand air taxi; regional air mobility; business and corporate campus services, and 

medevac. This would produce about CD2.1 billion in new business activity over that same 

period. The estimate includes CD181 million in ground infrastructure, CD78 million for UTM 

systems and infrastructure, and CD250 million in eVTOL aircraft acquisitions. The investment 

required to complete the new facilities can be arranged through formation of public-private 

partnerships, largely or exclusively funded by the private sector. 

Vancouver has been targeted as an early UAM/AAM mover within the national AAM 

development plan – see canadianaam.com/projects/canadian-advanced-air-mobility-

master-plan/. In September 2020 CAAM, Nexa Advisors and Crown Consulting Inc produced 

a white paper on developing UAM/AAM services in Vancouver. Subsequently, CAAM 

announced it would launch a revenue generating proof of concept flight in the city. 

The following is edited text, outlining the project’s key operational aspects: 

The project will be accomplished in stages using an RPAS on an alternative route before 

larger aircraft are used. Partners for this project included Indro Robotics, Helijet, National 

Research Council Canada, British Columbia Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, 

Doosan. 

The plan envisages: 

• Setting aside up to 15 percent of AAM capacity and flights to guarantee low- or no-cost 

access for the region’s most vulnerable residents. These costs would be cross-subsidised 

https://canadianaam.com/projects/canadian-advanced-air-mobility-master-plan/
https://canadianaam.com/projects/canadian-advanced-air-mobility-master-plan/
http://evtol.news/__media/news/NEXA-Vancouver-AAM_white-paper-Sep2020.pdf
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through multi-tier pricing regimes developed in agreement, and in full transparency, 

between operators and local and provincial transportation authorities. 

• Opening up opportunities to those who live too far from the city centre to have a feasible 

commute: Easier, more rapid, and inexpensive transportation would provide greater access 

to better-paying jobs. 

• Providing regional transportation of passengers and delivery of goods between city pairs 

such as downtown Vancouver to Greater Seattle (Kent, Renton, etc.), Whistler, Kamloops, 

Abbotsford, Osoyoos, and Kelowna. 

• Complementing and diversifying public transportation operations. For example, providing 

metropolitan transportation options for commuters between heavily populated suburban 

communities, such as Surrey, the Gulf Islands, the North Shore of Vancouver, and the lower 

Mainland, to the outermost Skytrain stations. 

• Tourism in clean, green, quiet aircraft to British Columbia’s breath-taking natural wonders. 

• Helicopters and sea plane air operators have the experience, infrastructure, and regulatory 

licenses to easily transition to eVTOL aircraft using their current offshore flight corridors, 

channelling noise and visual disturbances away from populated areas. 

• 54 existing helipads. These could be remediated at reasonable cost as vertiports with 

battery recharging stations and passenger amenities. 

• 15 hospital centres. Seven are equipped with helipads. These would benefit from drone 

delivery of supplies and eVTOL Medevac rescue operations. 

Regional air mobility including trans-border services: A strong preference for short inter-

regional travel, such as Nanaimo to Langley or Victoria to Port Hardy, finds new demand that 

airlines cannot serve. Vancouver has long, thin routes such as downtown Vancouver heliport 

to Kent or Renton, as well as Abbotsford, Osoyoos, and Chilliwack. British Columbia has 13 

drivable border crossings along its 687-kilometre border with Washington State. The busiest 

crossings are the four that serve the Seattle /Vancouver area. Before the COVID-19 epidemic 

reduced traffic in the spring of 2020, around 32,000 vehicles crossed through the Peace Arch, 

Blaine, Lynden, or Sumas ports with wait times of between two and four hours during peak 

travel times. 

Regional air transport using eVTOLs is also potentially disruptive to today’s commercial air 

transport model. The eVTOL travel option has the potential to boost trade and cooperation 

along the Cascadia Innovation Corridor. Vancouver, Seattle and Portland have much in 

common: proximity to Asia and market-leading capabilities in key economic sectors. By 

more closely and conveniently linking these cities through new AAM transportation options, 

enhanced mobility should guarantee greater trade opportunities. The Corridor will create 

incremental new prospects beyond what could be achieved with the status quo. Regional 

air mobility can also serve communities across British Columbia. Tying air mobility services into 

the Translink stations within Greater Vancouver can offer options and create new economics 

for businesses and residents. 

Emergency services include medical evacuation using eVTOL and the delivery of critical 

supplies and equipment, all in life-threatening and time-critical situations. In British Columbia, 

the Province funds and maintains a service to provide such capabilities through existing 

charter operators of fixed-wing and helicopter aircraft. eVTOLs will likely complement these 

fleets in the near future. 
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Services for underserved Northern communities: eVTOL aircraft with room for passengers and 

more space for cargo could complement the drone services. The new eVTOL technology, 

supported by future charging infrastructure, could be applied to the more than 1,000 remote 

communities across Canada, especially in Arctic regions. 

Airport shuttle services: Greater Vancouver, including southern Vancouver Island, has 12 

airports, including several that handle airline traffic, the largest being Vancouver 

International, Victoria International, and Abbotsford International. Smaller airports such as 

Nanaimo and Tofino are used principally by private aircraft and small commercial turboprop 

planes. These airports provide a valuable mobility platform for British Columbia as the 

mountains make surface travel very difficult.  “The goal is to create this world-class hub 

ecosystem related to UAM that will touch on transport of people, transport of goods, medical 

capabilities, and UAS services.” 

Tying downtown city locations (like UBC, North Vancouver, etc.) and regional centres (like 

Surrey, Abbotsford, etc.) to YVR will become a high-value application of AAM. A well-run 

airport will look towards capitalising AAM to maximise the utility and convenience of its 

facilities. Airports are the logical point of ingress for eVTOLs into an urban transportation 

network. Early on, airports will be the only locations with UTM systems required for low-volume 

flights. However, as AAM becomes more prevalent, airports will be required to build out 

vertiport facilities, battery-charging stations, hydrogen cell refuelling, and people-moving 

systems, as well as isolating the AAM activity from and integrating passenger flow with 

conventional airport operations. Vancouver public transportation service to YVR emphasises 

light rail, taxis, bus service, and even float planes as options. In future, however, passengers 

originating in far-flung locations such as Nanaimo, Tofino, Port Hardy, or Chilliwack could find 

greater utility from a direct connection. In addition, we anticipate airport-to-airport shuttles; 

for instance, from YVR to Abbotsford, as well as airport-to-ferry terminals, such as Tsawwassen 

and Horseshoe Bay. 

AAM costs will likely be affordable and competitive and should have the potential to reduce 

surface traffic congestion as the eVTOLs will be operating within the airport perimeter. 

A network of small, electric aircraft that take off and land vertically should enable rapid, 

reliable transportation between suburbs and cities and, ultimately, within cities. Consortium 

partner Helijet has given more detailed eVTOL route possibilities. Subsequently, Blade Air 

Mobility acquired rights to offer Helijet scheduled flights in Canada and across the US Pacific 

Northwest region, with plans to incorporate eVTOL aircraft on routes. The company has taken 

over heliports controlled by Pacific Heliport Services, a wholly owned subsidiary of Helijet and 

operates and manages heliport infrastructure in Vancouver, Victoria and Nanaimo, British 

Colombia. 

Meanwhile, in August 2022, Harbour Air ePlane’s team announced that the first direct all-

electric point-to-point test flight has been completed. The De Havilland Beaver was 

retrofitted in 2019 to operate using 100% electricity and flew 45 miles in 24 minutes. The 

aircraft left their terminal on the Fraser River adjacent to YVR and landed in Pat Bay adjacent 

to YYJ. The company has announced its intentions to become an all electric airline. The 

rebuilt De Havilland Beaver will be equipped with a Hartzell four-blade raptor composite 

propeller and a magniX motor. The FAA has issued a Special Condition paper that will allow it 

to certify the system as an aircraft engine under FAA Aviation Regulation 14 CFR Part 33. This 

programme is being run concurrently with Transport Canada. Battery partner H55 has a 

pathway to certification with the European Union Aviation Safety Agency. 

Partners 
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eVTOL manufacturer: 

Wisk 

M1 Composites Technology 

Electric fixed wing platform manufacturer: 

De Havilland (Harbour Air) 

UAM/AAM aircraft operator: 

Iskwewair 

Helijet/Blade 

Air Canada Cargo 

Drone Delivery Canada 

Harbour Air 

Vertiport/airport developer/operator: 

Vancouver International Airport 

Airspace integration: 

NavCanada 

Local authority partner/client: 

Canada NRC CNRC 

Transport Canada 

British Columbia 

Vancouver Economic Commission 

TransLink 

Others : 

Kingsett (Finance) 

Nexa Capital Partners (Finance) 

Canadian Air Mobility (Finance) 

UAM Geomatics 

5a 

Vertical Flight Society 

APMA 

Geosim 

CCI 

Indro 

  

  

  




